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Biography of Luther Burbank Worksheet 

Read Pages 40-50

 1.   Who were Luther Burbank’s parents?

 2.   His Mother was related to what famous family?

 3.   How many wives did Samuel Burbank have?  How many children did      
      Samuel father and how many survived into adulthood?  

 4.   How did Luther learn “from Nature herself” with Cousin Levi?

 5.   Massachusetts was the most literate state at the time.  List some of the        
       famous people the Burbank family discussed and were possibly visited by.

Read Pages 51-62

 6.   List five of Luther’s personality traits:

 7.   What was “the most inspiring book I ever read”?

 8.   What was his first notable achievement in Massachusetts at age 24?                         

Read Pages 63-76

 9.   What three major events happened between 1849 and 1889?

        
10.  What family members were already in California?



11.  Who was May Cushing?

12.  How did Luther describe Santa Rosa when he wrote home on a separate 
       piece of paper?  (hint:  in italics)

Read Pages 78-mid-84

13.  What seemed “grotesque” about some of Luther’s plans?

14.  Why did Luther’s mother and sister come to California two years later?  How    
       did this impact his work?

15.  Santa Rosa was mainly growing what crop at the time?

16.  Fresh produce was as perishable as it was valued.  What caused this to
       change between 1877 and 1881?

17.   In 1881 Warren Dutton, wealthy Petaluma merchant who anticipated a boom
        in dried fruit but knew nothing about fruit orchards, asked Luther to fill an order for
        20,000 prune trees. 

        a.  Why did Luther use burlap?   


       b.  Why were the tops of the little almond saplings broken and left hanging?  

      


       c.  What was this process called?

                   


18.  By 1884 Burbank was able to act on his true life‘s work. What was that?

19.  What year and how old was Luther when he bought the “Dimmick place”.



Read mid 87 - 88


20.  After reading about the Satsuma Plum in the San Francisco Mechanics 
       Library, how did Burbank acquire the Satsuma plum?

21.  Raisins and prunes were considered small luxuries at the time. What is the 
       difference between a plum and a prune?

22.  Luther considered himself a scientist.  Why did he initially buy Gold Ridge
       Farm and what was its total acreage?  

Read 88-Top of 95

23.  Describe Helen Coleman. How did they meet?  Describe their relationship.

Read 132-133

24.  Carnegie admired Luther as a genius and self-made man like himself. When 
       did Luther receive a Carnegie Grant and for how much?

        
25.  What did the Carnegie trustees think of Luther?

26.  Carnegie’s answer to the trustees is classic.  How did he begin his talk?

Page 138-mid 139 

27. It took Luther seven painful years to develop the spineless cactus.  He
himself had to shave or sandpaper off the spines from handling as many as 

      6,000 pads a day. Why did he develop the spineless cactus (Opuntia)



Page 203-top of 204

28. Elizabeth “Bessie” Waters’ had worked in a publishing house back East and 
    spoke fluent Spanish prior to helping Luther edit his 12 volumes of field 

     notes.  Later she became his private secretary.  When did they marry?

29. Why was their marriage somewhat “scandalous”?

Page 207-213

30. Who was Paramahansa Yogananda and what connection did he have to
       Luther?

31. To Luther “infidel” meant not believing in just one religion.  To many of the time,
       they thought it meant “atheist” which led to a national flurry of recriminations.  What
       was the reaction of outraged critics?  

32. To answer this criticism, he agreed to speak at a San Francisco Church.  
      How did he begin his talk?

33. How did a Baptist minister from Kansas City respond?
                                     

Read Page 214

34. When did he die and of what cause? 

`Read bottom of 219 - top of 221

35. How was Burbank integral to the passage of the 1930 plant patent act after 
      his death? 


