
LUTHER BURBANK HOME & GARDENS 
FREQUENTLY ASKED VISITORS QUESTIONS 

 
What does a Docent tour include? 
A 45-minute tour of part of the Gardens, the House and the Greenhouse including 
information about Luther Burbank, his methods, and his life. 
 
Can I take an audio tour? 
Audio tours which play on your cell phone are available when there are no Docent-led 
tours.  The free cell phone tour takes about an hour and is in the Gardens only.  
 
Can I go through the Gardens without taking a tour?  Is there a fee? 
Visitors are welcome to wander the Gardens. There are many informational signs on the 
grounds.  There is no fee for the Gardens.  (Offer our Site Brochure or a site map; show 
them “What’s Blooming” wall.) 
 
Where are the restrooms/or drinking water? 
The public restrooms are east of the Carriage House in a separate building. Drinking 
fountain is in front of that building. 
 
How long did Luther Burbank live here? 
Luther Burbank lived in Santa Rosa from 1875 until his death in 1926.  He bought this 
property, which originally consisted of 4 acres of land and the house, in 1884.  He lived 
in this home until 1906, when he moved into a new house he had built on Tupper Street. 
 
When was this house built? 
As far as we can tell this house was built in 1875.  It is Greek Revival in architectural 
style.  It was called “the old Dimmick place” prior to Luther’s purchasing it.   
 
What happened to the Tupper Street house? 
After Luther Burbank’s death in 1926 his widow, Elizabeth, moved into the old cottage 
after redecorating/remodeling it.  The Tupper Street house was sold, fell into disrepair 
and was taken down during an urban renewal project in the 1960s.   
 
Who owns the property now? 
The City of Santa Rosa was deeded the property in 1955, with the stipulation that Mrs. 
Burbank could reside in it until her death (1977).  The city owns the site and buildings; 
the nonprofit manages the tour programs, gardens, educational programs and 
fundraising.  
 
What about his property in Sebastopol? 
Gold Ridge Experimental Farm is open to the public every day for self-guided tours, and 
there are docent tours available upon request.  (We have a Gold Ridge brochure with 
directions, more information, website info, etc.  Offer this to visitors.) 
 
 



Frequently Asked Questions, p. 2 
 
What happens to the fruits and vegetables grown in the Gardens? 
Some are harvested for the seeds, some go to Volunteers for their use, some are 
enjoyed by the birds and squirrels, some goes to local food banks, and pads (“nopales”) 
of the Spineless Cactus are frequently sold on the plant carts.   
NOTE: discourage visitors from picking or picking up fruits and vegetables.  Explain that 
we leave them there for all visitors to enjoy including the local critters that enjoy feasting 
on downed fruits. This, of course, would pertain to flowers also.  PLEASE DON’T PICK! 
 
Is Burbank, CA named after Luther Burbank? 
No, it is named after a Dr. David Burbank, a dentist and sheep rancher who developed 
the city of Burbank and named it after himself.  Many schools are named after Luther 
Burbank, however.  
 
Did Luther Burbank have any children? 
No, he did not, nor did his sister Emma, nor his brother Alfred.  
 
Did Elizabeth remarry? 
No.  Elizabeth was a widow for over 50 years, and never remarried.  She devoted 
herself to gathering any and all information she could pertaining to Luther. As far as we 
know she was never employed during this time.  
 
How old is the Paradox Walnut and Spineless Cactus? 
The Paradox Walnut was planted in 1914 by Luther Burbank.  That and the old quince 
tree behind the small greenhouse are the only plants on the site planted during Luther’s 
lifetime.  The Spineless Cacti were planted during the 1960s.   
 
If you don’t know the answer to a visitor’s question, you can: 

1. Ask another Volunteer (Docent, Gift Shop, or Gardener), or Maintenance staff.  
The staff has lots of knowledge, especially about the Gardens and plants.  

2. Refer to the Dreyer book once back into the Carriage House. 
3. Have the visitor fill out one of the yellow slips on the Registration Desk and 

someone will get back to them with an answer.  Try to get an email address for 
replies; be sure the Question Form is dated.   
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